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This is a decision on the petition filed on April 21, 2006 to v^ithdraw the finality of the Office 
Action of March 28, 2006. 

The petition is DISMISSED as moot . 

In his April 21, 2006 petition the appHcant requested a w^ithdrawal of the finality of the Office 
action on March 28, 2006. In support of his petition, the applicant argues that the September 2 1 , 
2005 amendment did not necessitate a final rejection. 

The record shoves that: 

1) In response to the examiner's non-final Office action of June 30, 2005, on September 2 1 , 
2005, the applicant filed an amendment which cancelled claims 1-2, 4-9, 25-34, 36-37, 
41-45, 47-52 and amended claims 3, 10, 1 1, 35, 38-40, 46. In the amendment, claims 23- 
24, 53-78 w^ere unamended since they were indicated as allowable. 

2) On March 28, 2006, the examiner issued a final Office Action, rejecting most of the 
claims including some previously indicated allowable claims under 35 U.S.C, 103, and 
stating that the amended claims and previously indicated allowable claims necessitated 
new grounds of rejection, thus making the Office Action final. In particular, the 
examiner relied on Stone reference that was cited in the child application by the 
apphcant. 

3) On April 21, 2006, the applicant filed the present petition to withdraw the finality of the 
Office Acfion. Specifically, the applicant argued that the examiner's final rejection would 
unjustly deprive applicant of at least one chance to respond to the rejection on first time 
rejected claims. 
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4) On July 27, 2006, the applicant submitted an amendment after final, which included 
remarks and rewrote the allowable claims in independent form without acquiescing to the 
examiner's final rejection. 

5) In response to the applicant's amendment after final of July 27, 2006, the examiner issued 
a notice of allowance on Aug. 11, 2006 for the application. Specifically, the examiner 
found the applicant's amendment after final did place the application in condition for 
allowance and, therefore, the finality of that action was automatically withdrawn. 

In view of the history, the relief the applicant requested, namely the withdrawal of the finality of 
the March 28, 2006 Office Action, has already occurred. The application has already been 
allowed on Aug. 11, 2006. Accordingly, the petition is dismissed as moot. 

Any inquiry regarding this decision should be directed to Henry Yuen, Special Program 
Examiner, at (571) 272-4856. 




